


Make sure it is securely fastened and has 
�X�S���W�R���G�D�W�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������,�W���L�V���D���J�R�R�G���L�G�H�D��
to attach the phone number and address 
of where you will be staying during the 
evacuation.

�� �$�Q�L�P�D�O���F�D�U�U�L�H�U��
�R�U���F�D�J�H���D�Q�G��
�O�H�D�V�K��  Keep in 
mind that your 
animal may 
have to be in 
the carrier or 
cage for hours 
at a time, so you may need blankets or 
towels for bedding and warmth.

�� �0�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���Y�H�W�H�U�L�Q�D�U�\���U�H�F�R�U�G�V��
�V�W�R�U�H�G���L�Q���D���Z�D�W�H�U�S�U�R�R�I���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U��   
Be sure to check the expiration dates for 
all medicines.  Veterinary records are 
necessary because most animal shelters 
do not allow pets without proof of 
vaccination!

�� �1�H�Z�V�S�D�S�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�O�D�V�W�L�F���W�U�D�V�K���E�D�J�V����
�I�R�U���K�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J���Z�D�V�W�H��

�� �$�W���O�H�D�V�W���D���W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N���V�X�S�S�O�\���R�I���I�R�R�G����
�Z�D�W�H�U���D�Q�G���I�R�R�G���E�R�Z�O�V��

�� �2�W�K�H�U���X�V�H�I�X�O���L�W�H�P�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���S�D�S�H�U���W�R�Z�H�O�V��
	 �J�U�R�R�P�L�Q�J���L�W�H�P�V���D�Q�G���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���E�O�H�D�F�K��

If You Don’t Evacuate
If your family and 
pets must wait out 
a storm or other 
disaster at home, 
identify a safe area of 
your home where you 
can all stay together.

Keep dogs on leashes 
and cats in carriers, 
and make sure they 

�D�U�H���Z�H�D�U�L�Q�J���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

Have any medications and a supply of pet 
food and water inside watertight containers 
along with your other emergency supplies.

As the Disaster Approaches
Don’t wait until the 
last minute to get 
ready.  Warnings 
for some disasters 
may be issued 
hours or even days 
in advance.

�%�U�L�Q�J���S�H�W�V���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H���D�Q�G���F�R�Q�À�Q�H��
them so you can leave with them quickly 
if necessary.  Make sure each pet and pet 
carrier or cage has up-to-date information 
about your temporary shelter location.

Make sure your disaster supplies are ready 
to go, including your pet’s survival kit.

In Case You Are Not Home
An 
evacuation 
order may 
come, or a 
disaster may 
strike, when 
you’re at 
work or out 
of the house.

Make arrangements well in advance for 
a trusted neighbor to take your pet(s) and 
�P�H�H�W���\�R�X���D�W���D���V�S�H�F�L�À�H�G���O�R�F�D�W�L�R�Q�������%�H���V�X�U�H��
that the person is comfortable with your 
pets, knows where your animals are likely to 
be, knows where your disaster supplies are 
kept and has a key to your home.

If you use a pet-sitting service, it may be  
able to help, but discuss the possibility well  
in advance.

After the Storm
Planning and preparation will help you 
weather the disaster, but your home 
may be a very different place afterward, 
whether you have taken shelter at home or 
elsewhere.   

You should 
take the 
following 
additional 
precautions 
regarding 
your pets:

�� Don’t allow your pets to roam loose.  
Familiar landmarks and smells might 
be gone and your pet will probably be 
disoriented.

�� For a few days, keep dogs on leashes and 
cats in carriers inside the house.  If your 
house is damaged, they could escape and 
become lost or injured.

�� Be patient with your pets after a disaster.   
Try to get them back into their normal 
routines as soon as possible and be ready  
for behavioral problems that may result 
from the stress of the situation.  If 
behavioral problems persist, or if your pet 
seems to be having any health problems, 
talk to your veterinarian.

Caring for  
Birds in an Emergency

�� Birds should be 
transported in a 
secure travel cage  
or carrier.

�� In cold weather, 
wrap a blanket 
over 	 the carrier 
and warm up the 
car before placing 
birds inside.

�� During warm weather, carry a plant mister 
to mist the birds’ feathers periodically.

�� Do not put water inside the carrier during 
transport.

�� Provide a few slices of fresh fruit and 
vegetables with high water content.

�� Have leg bands and a photo for 
�L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q��

�� Try to keep the carrier in a quiet area.

�� Do not let the birds out of the cage or 
carrier.

About Other Pets

Reptiles
Snakes can be 
transported in 
a pillowcase, 
but they must 
be transferred 
to more secure 
housing when  
they reach the 
evacuation site.

�� If your snakes require frequent feeding,  
carry food with you.

�� Take a water bowl large enough for 
soaking as well as a heating pad.

�� When transporting house lizards, follow  
the same directions as for birds.

Pocket Pets
Small 
mammals 
(hamsters, 
gerbils, etc.) 
should be 
transported 
in secure 
carriers 
suitable for 
maintaining 
the animals 
while 
sheltered.

Take bedding material, food bowls and  
water bottles.


